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10 March 2006
NEWS UPDATE

Following our meeting on the 1 March at Ashton Middle School, many of you are now very vocal in your schools raising parent awareness.  There were a few parents who were also able to attend Streetfield on Wednesday 8 March to gain a better understanding of what is being proposed and exactly what is under review.  However there still remains many parents who are oblivious to what is currently happening or have chosen to ignore in the blissful hope that it will not affect them – unfortunately it will and sooner than they think – ask them where they expect their child to be going to school in two years and watch the horror on their faces when you inform them it may not be at their current school!  If every parent talks to four other parents and they then talk to another four parents, we are convinced the majority will be aware.
Emma and I have also written to every school in the Dunstable asking the Head to help raise parent awareness by distributing our question sheet and useful names and addresses and questionnaires.  Emma has also spoken with Anne O’Donaghue at the Dunstable Gazette to try and get some further publicity.

This week a free publication dropped through my door called ‘Bedfordshire’, at the very back of the magazine is a very simple questionnaire about the possible re-organisation of the schools.  This is the simplest questionnaire we have seen to date and would recommend that we try to ask as many people to complete and return to Four S.  It merely asks which system you would prefer in Bedfordshire.  I have checked with County and they are happy for the form to be photocopied and distributed to parents.  To that end I have enclosed a copy of this questionnaire in the hope you are able to pass on to other parents too.
Additionally I attended one of the public consultation meetings being held by Four S last night at Leighton Buzzard.  The format of the evening is quite straight forward, Four S introduce themselves, provide a presentation which covers why the review is taking place, their involvement and how the County Council will manage the review once parent consultation is over.  There is an opportunity at the end to ask questions, some of which are answered, some of which are avoided, but they assure you all questions and comments are noted and will be passed back in the report to the County Council.
It is the final chance to have your say about the future of the education system.  Please try to attend the meeting which is held at Queensbury on Thursday 23 March at 7pm and encourage as many other parents you know to come along too.
The website www.bedfordshireschoolstructure.org.uk/index.asp has more information about the Streetfield meeting and other useful information.

