Dear Councillor 

I am sure you are aware of the current review into the standard of education in the county. When I say standards I mean the measures at Key Stages 1,2 & 3 and at Key stage 4 (GCSE). I would stress that at key stages 1-3 we are talking about Maths English and Science. 

Tomorrow on the county website you will see published the Member Working Group's recommendation on  School Structure. This review was supposed to be about standards but the emphasis has always been on structure.

I hope that this report reflects the "real evidence" that exists and that it truly reflects the findings of the report by 4S (the consultants employed at a cost of nearly £150,000 to gather views) and the expectations and concerns of the children and parents who took part in their " independent" review.

I also hope that the recommendation of the executive (due 27th June) reflects those views  and that the evidence that they have been given is less biased than that which we have seen. I also hope that they have reviewed the system taking account of all matters including the issue of leadership and strategy found to be severely lacking in the officers at county hall, the same officers who are already advising those in School's that a decision to change to 2 tier has been made. The same executive that has allowed one of its members to go into print about his decision, the same executive that has allowed leaks to be made to the papers.

I predict that their recommendation will be to change, to follow the crowd, to ignore the social benefits of the current system.

You all however are required to make that decision in your vote on the 13th of July. You owe it to your constituents, to the people who voted for you, to understand the impact of the decision you make. I am sure that you have had information already and I am aware that you are all busy people but I do hope you will take time to read the attached. This decision will if it is to change to 2 tier actually mean the end of 6th forms as we know them. Closure of Lower & Middle Schools, split campus areas (how will smaller rural schools survive), increased travel by children at earlier ages, increased travel funding, bigger class sizes, much bigger schools with less opportunity for average children to take part in sport, drama, music.

The attached documents are biased. I admit that, I am a believer in inclusive education and the system we have, but they counter the bias and deliberate obfuscation in the council documents.

The council was right to take the decision to review the education system in Bedfordshire. It has not performed as it should have, it has in some cases our children, it has not encouraged our children to aspire, nut this is about leadership and vision. The education department at County Hall has been ranked as inadequate, those same officers are straining to change. Mr M Newsam has admitted that the centre needs to be fixed, so fix it. Correct one part instead of destroying the whole and condemning a whole tranche of children to the chaos of change, a change for which no evidence exist to support.

If you read the Bedfordshire on Sunday of today on page 22 (of the Dunstable issue) you will see a piece about Middle School Musicians. It is this type of activity that will be lost in a  change. 

I would also recommend that you look at the following website:
www.neag.org.uk
www.bedfordshireschoolstructure.org.uk
.http://www.freewebs.com/standards-not-tiers/index.htm

I thank you in advance for the time that you will take to consider this momentous issue and hope that you truly do come to the right decision.

Donald Brown
Chair Streetfield Middle School
Parent
Voter.
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