Dear Sir/Madam
 

 

I would like to inform you of my concerns and worries regarding the possible conversion of schools in Dunstable to the 2 tier system.  I have two daughters, one in year 8 and the other in year 10.  Both girls have always enjoyed school and are confident and happy among their peers.  I feel that this is considerably due to the 3 tier system where the children mix with older children on a more gradual level.  I myself went to school in Barnet in a 2 tier system and remember very well the shock at being 11 and mixing with 16 year olds.  I strongly believe that when you are 9 you are better mixing with children up to age 13 and then when 13 you are confident enough to mix with young adults up to the age of 18 in an upper school.  I know totally that both my daughters would have been filled with anxiety at the age of 11 having to mix with 16 to 18 year olds.  Surely a child's pastoral care and self confidence is as important, no more important that SATS results.  However as I understand it the SATS results at middle school age in Dunstable actually exceed that of our neighbouring 2 tier schools anyway. 
 

I also would like to know where the money is coming from to fund this unnecessary and unwanted upheaval in our children's education, when we are constantly being told that funding is so restricted.  Why fix something that is working so well, Dunstable is blessed with some excellent middle schools, that are the envy of neighbouring towns.  I have not spoken to another parent yet who is in favour of this change.  I will be attending the meeting at Queensbury School on 23 March and hope that as parents we are listened to.
 

 

Yours sincerely
 

 

 

 

Sharon Rogers
