I thought you might be interested to see my letter to this counsellor & his response- interesting that the falling rolls have come into the argument- not mentioned by 4S and that he says about the initial costs only being high- an agenda there perhaps to use Gov't grants to fund change & then reap the benefits of cheaper 2 tier system- is it really all about standards???? Regards and well done for a superb web site.
Trudi Barnes 
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Cllr Paul Walley 

To: 'Trudi Barnes' 

Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2006 9:27 AM

Subject: RE: School Structure Review

 

Dear Mrs Barnes
 

Thank you for your well argued letter, which is much appreciated.
 

As a Member of the County Cabinet this will be one of the most difficult decisions we will have to make. I can tell you that no conclusions have yet been reached, so comments are very helpful.
 

I was at the consultation evening. I was the person at the front right who did not speak. I was there to listen.
 

I am approaching any decision to change tiers from a sceptical view point  (as well as being aware of disruption as I was at school and suffered from a previous re-organisation). I can assure you that money (and HBS) have nothing whatever to do with any decision. Costs as was indicated at the meeting are likely to be more in the short term.
 

The underlying reason for any change is that we must improve standards. If we stay 3 tier the key question is what we should do to improve them. As in your letter enhancing LCs and hit squads seem to be the key suggestions.
 

Anti-change supporters seem to be missing some key points, leaving them to be assumed correct..
 

Change has to happen as we have many schools with falling rolls (some at 50% capacity). Schools will therefore have to close. We also have the massive growth agenda. New schools will have to be built (unfortunately these are in different locations). This is a key reason for the review now. We need certainty for some years to come (as well as more teachers for the higher total roll).
 

Also there is an increasing problem with Middle School recruitment (I am a Middle School Governor and have experienced this).
 

Moving schools during a Key Stage seems unhelpful. Taking a Key Stage a year early has been suggested. The possibilities to do this and the consequences do not seem to have been fully worked out.
 

This seems to be where we are at present, and as you know this consultation period has not ended and the schools working party has not reached a conclusion.
 

Yours sincerely
 

Councillor Paul Walley
Deputy Leader
Bedfordshire County Council 

Tel:      01525 372246 
E-mail: Paul.Walley@bedscc.gov.uk 

PA:      Diana Blackmun 
Tel:      01234 228938 
E-mail: Diana.Blackmun@bedscc.gov.uk 
  



From: Trudi Barnes [mailto:trudi.barnes1@ntlworld.com] 
Sent: 27 March 2006 21:33
To: Paul Walley
Subject: School Structure Review
Dear Mr Walley
I am one of your Conservative supporters.
Please find attached my letter of concerns re the current review.
Your response would be appreciated.
Thank you 
Mrs Trudi Barnes
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