[image: image1.jpg]




Dear County Councillor,

                                     The National Middle Schools' Forum is the national body representing the middle school movement in this country. As you consider the future of the schools in the Wyre Forest area we would ask you to take account of the following

· Middle Schools in Kent, Staffordshire and Dorset are achieving excellent Key Stage 3 test results at the end of Year 8 - a year earlier than normally expected. They are part of the national Two Year Key Stage 3 Project and their results appear in the national performance tables. We think this is an exciting development. Middle schools will be able to demonstrate the progress our pupils make – building on Key Stage2 without transferring schools.  More importantly our high schools are able to explore ways of using the time 'freed up' in Year 9 to establish a foundation year, as a means of adding value and raising achievement at Key Stage 4.

· Middle School systems are ideally placed to deliver the new government proposals for the education of 14 to 19 year olds – our system could almost be designed to meet these new demands. Upper schools can take full advantage of the move to new vocational routes and new examination structures, while middle schools can specialize in the deliver of a broad and balanced curriculum for all. The move to a two-year Key Stage 3 will only add to this strength.

· Research by the Forum shows that pupils in middle school settings make greater progress during Key Stage 3 than in systems with transfer at 11. This is despite the transfer that currently takes place during Key Stage 3 in middle school systems. The average value added progress for systems with transfer at 11 was 99.8 in the performance tables for both 2002 and 2003, while the figure for 9 to 13 middle school systems was 100.3 and 100.4 respectively. This progress is sustained at Key Stage 4.

· Evidence from Ofsted inspections demonstrates the value that middle school systems add to the lives of their pupils, over and above test results. Analyses of inspection grades consistently show that 9 to 13 middle schools have the highest proportion of schools achieving good or better for such important areas as culture and ethos, and the development of social, moral, cultural and spiritual values. Important thought this is, the proportion of teaching judged to be good or better in 9 to 13 middle schools is only bettered by sixth forms.

As you will know, the middle school system was introduced because it better matches the different stages in a child's development. This remains the great strength of the system. It is now becoming clear that the system is also best placed to deliver the new shape of education to come.

Yours

Ian Bradbury

Chairman

National Middle Schools' Forum
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