Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to you regarding the review of Bedfordshire Schools. I am very concerned that if Bedfordshire decides to move to a 2 tier system of education, my children may be severely affected, both educationally and also emotionally whilst the change is being implemented, which could take several years. Surely it would be far better to improve the performance of existing schools, instead of spending millions of pounds re-organising to a 2 tier system. More, and better resources should be put into the existing 3 tier system to help them improve standards by an improved pupil teacher ratio and increasing the number of LSAs in the schools.
Another idea would be to move forward with an accelerated KS3 test which is taken in Year 8 of the Middle School. This would then allow the Upper Schools to concentrate on the GCSE work over 3 years instead of the present 2 years. If the county moved to a 2 tier system, specialist teaching such as French, Science, PE, ICT etc would be withdrawn until the children are 11 years old, whereas presently the children commence these subjects at 9 years old. Middle Schools are able to provide great care and stability for the children, as they begin to develop and mature. If Middle Schools were eradicated, 4 year olds would be in schools with 11 year olds, and 11 year olds would be in schools with 18 year olds. 
I feel that the age range in the 2 tier system is far too large, whereas the 3 tier system provides a smaller age range which is far better, emotionally for children to cope with. An improved 3 tier system will be far better for our children than a 2 tier system which is going to cause so much disruption over many years, to so many of our children. I thank you in advance for reading my views.
Kind regards, Lorraine Carter

