For your letters page please:
 

I am confused as to why, when the consultation period is over Cllr Stay has suddenly written to the local press saying "we have a duty to change the structure". He says he has looked objectively at all the evidence and feels a structure change is the way forward. Please could I ask him what additional evidence he has, other than that already debated so publicly during the consultation period, that has allowed him to form this view. I should be pleased if he could make public the evidence that disproves the statement agreed by 4S that "there is no statistical evidence to show that changing structure improves standards". This is the key point. Has he not heard of the chaos and unhappiness in those counties recently put through the structure change? I too had an open mind at the beginning and would love to be reassured that a structure change would not be catastrophic for my children's education.   
Whilst writing the readers might be interested to note that a group of parents in Northumberland won in a judicial review of the consultation over the proposal to reorganise the education system in the county. The judge found that ".... the process followed by the council denied the communities the chance to put the case for the retention of their local Middle Schools, individually or as part of school partnerships.  This was despite earlier assurances by the council that there would be an opportunity to have such a debate, a situation the judge described as ‘unfair’ and ‘not in accordance with the law’. The judge found that the consultation process the county used was flawed and unlawful.  
After a long campaign they raised the considerable funds needed to take the County Council to court – and won! You will find a link to a full press release about the verdict on the home page of the NMSF website http://www.middleschools.org.uk/index.php 
And by following this link:
 http://www.neag.info/PFLAPR18May2006.htm
Trudi Barnes
