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Letters to the Editor,
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Media House,

39 Upper George St.,

Luton,

LU1 2RD.

Dear Sir/Madam

I write with reference to Councillor Stay and Ann Sparrow’s comments last week in the Dunstable Gazette.  For Cllr Stay as Deputy Chair of Bedfordshire County Council and Executive Member of the Finance Committee to voice his own strong personal opinion about the current review which is taking place of the 3 tier system in Bedfordshire, whilst all his other colleagues are going to great lengths to insist no decision has been made must surely confirm what has already been said from the outset – the decision has been made.  
Therefore I have to ask as a parent and a member of the Dunstable Parents Action Group:-

How worthwhile does this make the members of the Working Party feel, with all the work they have put in since July 2005 to ensure the right structure is decided for the future of our schools?  
How important do parents feel – given the right to consultation but no more than lip service and part of the course?  
How do rate payers feel to know a substantial amount of money was spent to employ the services of Four S to produce a mediocre report, which really is not worth the paper it is written on?  
Yes, Councillor Stay is correct it is not a political decision because that would allow for democracy – this is senior members of the County Council bullying the less experienced members to ensure they get the decision they want and hang the consequences.  
Councillor Stay also quotes he has seen evidence to show the detrimental impact on education standards by having 2 changes of school – where has this evidence come from?  As a member of Dunstable Parent Action Group, we have asked repeatedly for evidence that a 2 tier system is better than a 3 tier system and have always been told there was none – even Four S can be quoted that it is only a ‘belief’.  What evidence has Councillor Stay seen that the public has not and how has it suddenly come to light?  
Furthermore, if Councillor Stay is insisting politicians have a duty to ensure our system of education is ‘fit for purpose’, why then have the County Council and LEA allowed for the current system to fail for so long and what hope do we have of councillors managing the proposed major changes in our schools with their history and evidence of incompetence?

With no documentary evidence available to me to suggest otherwise, I still believe the time and money the County Council have invested in this futile exercise could be in schools now making the difference to the education standards we all wish for our children.

In reply to Ann Sparrow’s letter, it is a sorry tale to see the ‘blame culture’ which has quite clearly formed the demise of education rearing its head again.  Ms Sparrow quotes the upper school only has a short time with the children to prepare them for their SATS – why do we always look for a problem but never the solution?  
Working closer with middle schools and being accountable for problems are a couple of simple solutions as is moving SATS to Year 8.  
We do not need a complete overhaul of the current structure just because schools want good results and believe the only way they can achieve them is by having the children longer – what about the ones they currently have at the school – are they providing good quality education to all?  What will happen to the specialist teaching our children currently receive in middle schools giving them an advantage in preparing them for upper schools?  Whatever happened to caring?  

We all want the best education for our children, we do not want to put them through a period of disruption and watch as endless pots of money are thrown at change for change sake, while the children still do not have enough resources or teaching staff.   I urge the 52 county councillors to have the courage of their convictions and use their vote wisely on the 13 July to ensure our children and generations have an education system fit for Bedfordshire and not one which has to conform to our statistical neighbours for fear of being different.
Yours faithfully

Mandy Atkins

