Dear Editor,

I congratulate the Gazette for keeping the extremely important issue of

the restructuring of our schools live and in the public domain.

It was with great sadness that I read the letters from Councillor Stay

and Upper School Governor Ann Sparrow last week.

It would appear that Councillor Stay professes to know better than

everyone else and does not feel able to accept the political process.

Indeed, he appears prepared to act against public opinion because he

feels that he is better placed to know what is best for the rest of us.

It was Councillor Stay who, at a meeting with Dunstable Middle School

Headteachers, referred to the Consultation document that the Council had

prepared as the 'Idiots guide for parents'.

Last week, in your letters column, Councillor Stay spelt out what is in

his 'open mind' despite it being unpopular. He is an influential member

of the committee that will make the final decision and advise the full

council. I am worried for he seems to have become somewhat forgetful,

for example:

He forgot to explain to us that there is no such thing as a two tier

system (Unless of course, he is referring to the Two Tiers that, in

other authorities, means 4-11 and 11-16 and  where 6th Form colleges do

not figure as part of compulsory education).

He forgot explain that actions to affect these changes would also have

to include closing some smaller local village lower schools. (They would

be financially burdensome and, as we all now know,  Councillor Stay does

like to save money for a rainy day - hence the under spend in education

spending this year).

He forgot to explain that the present Upper Schools would not be able to

accommodate both 600 extra Year7 and 8 pupils and retain a Sixth Form

without a huge and expensive building programme.

He forgot to explain that any new Junior Schools would probably have to

be on existing Middle School Sites at least in the first instance and

therefore have around 400 to 500 pupils or would require extensive new

building programmes.

He forgot to explain what would happen to the existing LOCAL Lower

Schools that would become surplus to requirements.

He forgot to explain where the new Sixth Form College may have to be

sited.

He forgot to explain who was going to pay for this and how much it will

cost.

With regard to the letter from Ann Sparrow: As a school governor she

seems to have been poorly advised.

The assertion regarding specialist teachers in Middle Schools is

incorrect and could be taken as insulting. The assertions that she makes

about Modern Languages are actually more a reflection of the reality in

our Upper Schools not Middle schools. In 11-16 and 11-18 schools -

modern languages are rapidly disappearing. It is Middle schools that

have kept Modern Languages alive in our schools. 

The Upper Schools only recently became interested in the KS3 results

because of their importance for Ofsted. However, the Key Stage Three

tests refer only to Maths, English and Science and these Key Stage

courses naturally prepare children for GCSEs anyway. If Ms Sparrow had

been advised or researched thoroughly she would have found that there is

a national dip in performance in years 8 and 9 anyway- it is an age and

child development related issue - regardless of school structure and

transfer times. Even 4S were unable to claim that one system performs

better than another, only that there is more of one kind of system than

another. If Councillor Stay isn't prepared to accept the majority view

as being correct then, why should we accept the assertion that because

our system is in a minority it cannot raise standards as in the majority

of LEAs?

Anyway, the Middle Schools have indicated that they are quite prepared

to take away the 'burden' of the Key Stage Three tests and conduct them

in Year 8.

GCSE courses are usually 5 terms long but the Upper Schools could quite

easily begin their courses in Year 9 if they thought it would help. They

do not need permission- indeed it's rather disappointing that they

haven't thought of and acted on this solution earlier. These are

important issues. Well done to Ms Sparrow for identifying them -

however, the answers and solutions lie within the school structures as

the presently stand and does not require wholesale restructuring.

Those in favour of restructuring needs to reassure the rest of us that

the reason for wishing to have children from Year 7 and 8 is not solely

to regain the financial reimbursement from the LEA that will be lost

when the Sixth Formers have to go to a Sixth Form College because the

current sixth forms are too small.  They also need to explain why bigger

is better…why having 300 in the year 7 and 8 groups is better than an

average of 130 in the middle schools -when all the evidence and common

sense suggests otherwise.

I notice that neither Councillor Stay nor Ms Sparrow thought it

important to address the real issue facing every single school in

Dunstable.  Across the town good teaching and learning is being impeded

by the poor behaviour of a minority of pupils. These children are being

forced onto and into schools because the Children's Services department

of the council has failed to deal with the issue of inclusion in a

satisfactory way. It is certain services from within Children's Services

that are not fit for purpose (not school structures as Councillor Stay

asserts) and thus fail to meet the needs of children, their parents and

the schools they are placed into. 

Standards would rise if Councillor Stay and Ms Sparrow could bring their

respective and respected influence to bear upon this issue:

Special Needs provision is inadequate and dealing with emotional and

behavioural issues currently occupies disproportionate and excessive

amounts of time and energy of class teachers, team managers and school

leaders - to the detriment of the vast majority of well behaved pupils

who are eager and willing to learn.

Instead of spending money on new schools, restructuring and trying to

fix something that isn't broke - please spend it on:

"
appropriate provision and services for ALL our children 

"
appropriate provision for pupils with emotional and behavioural

difficulties

To both Councillor Stay and Ms Sparrow I say:

The County Council's current motto is "Just do it"

If the council provides the appropriate resources - 'We  Can if they

Will'

Yours sincerely,

