Dear Bedfordshire resident
 
As you are hopefully aware, Bedfordshire County Council is about to decide whether or not to keep the three tier structure in our schools, or change it to two tiers.
 
The final vote is on 13th July 2006. The Council’s executive committee is determined that our educational system will change to two tiers, right across Bedfordshire. They want to drive down costs.
 
If your head teacher is telling you that your school will be fine, then they are deluded, or have been misled. The average size of a junior school in the UK is 600 pupils. This makes it “cost effective”. What size is your school? How many other schools would your local lower school have to be joined with, and where will the new school be located? Does your lower school currently have chairs, tables, separate changing rooms & toilets for 11 yr olds? French? A science lab? Madeline Russell, the Council Leader, says that school sites that are not needed will be sold off, and they are already making plans to sell off lucrative sites. How much is the site worth that your school is on? The upper schools will need to accommodate two extra years of children. Will they make space for these by losing their sixth form?
 
If the decision is to move to two tiers, then no school in the county is safe.
 
It is not too late to prevent this happening, but it won’t happen without YOUR help. There are five things you can do, and you need to do all of them, and get your friends to as well. 
 
1. Write or email to your local counsellor*, today, telling them why this change is a bad thing. We need to persuade 28 of them not to vote to move to two tiers. You might mention that changing to two tiers:
· Is an outrageous waste of your money (at least £473m) 

· Will cause huge disruption to your children (how many years in mobile classrooms?) despite their reassurances, this is happening NOW in Northampton 

· Will lose – not retain - the best staff because they won’t want to work under these circumstances (meaning that your children will be taught by supply teachers), especially in the middle schools while the teachers wait to learn of their future
· Will mean putting children on buses, maybe from age 4 or 5

· Will rip the heart out of Bedfordshire’s communities 

· Is not the answer – according to the government there is absolutely no evidence to suggest that changing the structures will change the standards
So the counsellors will put all our children through all this change on the gamble that it will improve the results of 150 children so that we match our statistical neighbours. Madness!
Threaten not to vote for your counsellor when they stand for re-election if they vote to move to two tiers (the July 13th vote is public, and you will be able to tell who voted for and who voted against)
 
2. Come to County Hall, Bedford at 9.00am on the 13th July, wearing a T Shirt or a badge and/or carrying a banner that says “Keep Three Tiers” or “Don’t Make Us Shed a Tier”
 
3. Get your children each to make an A4 poster that says “Save Our Schools”. Include the child’s name and school and send them to the Save Our Schools campaign, 46 Tyburn Lane, Pulloxhill, Beds MK45 5HG by 8th July 2006. We are going put these posters up to create publicity to demonstrate how much opposition there is. We need as many posters as we can get.
 
4. Bring a picnic and your children, and your friends and their children, to the Cross Keys pub, Pulloxhill, for the Picnic in the Park, 1pm to 3pm, this Saturday, 1st July. If we can get thousands of people there then we can really show our counsellors that we don’t want change. We would be very grateful if you can send us an email to picnic@aardavark.co.uk
to let us know you are coming so we can get an idea of numbers..
 
5. Print this out and stick it up outside your school. And tell as many people as you can.
 
Thanks.
The Save Our Schools Campaign Team
 
PLEASE PASS THIS EMAIL ON TO AS MANY PEOPLE IN BEDFORDSHIRE AS YOU CAN, WHETHER THEY HAVE CHILDREN OR NOT. CLOSING SCHOOLS AFFECTS EVERYONE IN THE COMMUNITY.
 
 
* You can find out who your local counsellor is and where you can write to them at www.bedfordshireschoolstructure.org.uk. You’ll find lots more really useful information at this website too. 
 
 

